The Written Part 
Ethics, Science, and Biotechnology


The Assignment

Organize into a group of four students.  Each group must choose an ethical case study from a list that I will provide.  Your group’s assignment is to analyze and resolve the ethical issue which is raised in the case study you’ve chosen.  This will involve two main components: (1) a 4-5-page written analysis (one paper per group), and (2) a group presentation to the class.  Each member of your group should also turn in a short evaluation (no more than one page) detailing how responsibilities were distributed among your group.  The due date for the written analysis is Sunday, Presentation dates will be determined after the groups have organized. 


                                                                The Written Analysis

Each group should prepare one 4-5 page (double-spaced) written analysis of your chosen ethical case study.  This analysis should be the product of discussions in which the group as a whole considers and evaluates the case study.  The written analysis should follow the basic guidelines below:

1. Begin by describing the relevant facts which make up your case study.  (My Part)

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discern and explain the main ethical issues that the case raises.  It should be clear exactly what you think the ethical issues are.  To illuminate why there is an ethical issue, it may be helpful to  explain the opposing viewpoints which might be taken on this issue, i.e. why two people might morally disagree on this issue.  

3. Decide what the group considers to be the morally right thing to do in this case, and defend your position by making the strongest argument you can for your group’s viewpoint.  This should be the section of your analysis that receives the most attention.  Your argument should address the relevant ethical issues raised by your case.  In doing so, you should explain and respond to the strongest objections which might be raised against your argument.  Make sure that you explain these objections in a way that is accurate and fair.  Demonstrate how your argument overcomes these objections.  You should also make an effort to explain the basic moral principles that underlie your position and opposing positions.  

· If there are differing viewpoints within your group, you should make every attempt you can to reach a compromise.  (Imagine you are part of an ethics committee which must arrive at some sort of group decision.)  However, if you find that you cannot agree as a group, dissenting group members are free to add their own opinions and rationales to the paper (such as you might see in a Supreme Court ruling in which some members of the Court explain their dissenting opinions).  

4. General points:

· Throughout your paper, it is important to strive for clarity.  Your writing should make clear what the ethical issues are, and it should be clear what your viewpoint and your arguments are.  

· You are welcome to draw from authors we have read in class.  If you quote or paraphrase other authors, it should be clear that you are doing so and an appropriate reference to the author should be made.  Do not resort to excessive quoting.  Quoting should be used only to support the points you are making.  Any citations of other sources in your paper should be contained in footnotes using the “Chicago style.”  See my handout on Chicago style citations for details.  Attached to the end of your paper should be a “Works Cited” page.
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